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and exaggerated it so as to startle even the Girondins them-
selves. It must never be forgotten that the Jacobin statesmen
took no share in these amusing performances. Both Eobespierre
and Danton were absent, and Billaud-Varenne did not appear,
while Collot d'Herbois exhibited himself rather in his character
of dramatic author and fete deviser, than as a serious politician
and a statesman.

But while all this child's play was going on, a very serious
danger was looming over the people of France. The Gir'ondins
had cried out so much for war, that they were half startled
when they found themselves on the eve of a more serious war
than they had expected. Dumouriez lost no time in telling his
friends that the French nation could not be trusted while it
ignored all treaty obligations, and the words of Mirabeau
must have often recurred to those who saw the terrible
complications which were arising. On April 14 Dumouriez
announced to the Assembly that the Marquis de Noailles,
French ambassador at Vienna, had resigned, and that Louis
XVI. was going to send a letter to the youthful nephew of his
wife, protesting against the protection given to the 6nigr6s.
Francis was not so wise as the Emperor Leopold, and on the
19th the Assembly was informed that the King of Hungary
and Bohemia demanded that satisfaction should be given at
once to the princes of the empire, whose territories and rights
in Alsace had been violated, and also that the Pope should be .
compensated for the seizure of Avignon and the Venaissin.
Such demands were mocked at by the deputies, who knew
they had gone too far to recede, and that if any individual or
any party dared to propose that such compensation should be
given, their political ruin was certain and their lives unsafe.
On the morning of the 20th the king appeared, surrounded by
his ministers, and listened to a long report from Dumouriez,
in which he declared there must be war with Austria. The
king said a few words, aBd then proposed formally that war
should be declared against the King of Hungary and Bohemia,
for Francis was not yet crowned emperor. On the evening of
that memorable day which was to begin a ten-years' war for